36         FROM PRIVATE TO FIELD-MARSHAL
their newly-found and innocent " Sahib " of as many rup as his trustful nature and ignorance of the country will alk From Bombay I proceeded to Muttra, the perman< station of my regiment, and thence to Meerut, where 1 regiment itself was attending a camp of exercise, or train: camp, under the command of General Sir George Greav I received a most friendly welcome from all members of 1 officers' mess, which at once dispelled the anxiety I had i as to the nature of the reception that would be accorded i. and I quickly settled down to my new life and surroundin
Returning to Muttra on conclusion of the training began my first experience of an Indian summer, which there both long and hot, and the greater part of the d; from about ten in the morning till six in the evening, m necessarily be spent indoors. By retiring early to bed a leading an abstemious life I avoided the rather common a injurious habit of sleeping during the day, and utilised 1 time in learning Hindustani. My munshi, or teacher, a m of a stout and lethargic type, was quite content with wh ever progress his pupils made, or did not make, provided regularly received his monthly pay of ten rupees. To ke awake when teaching after his mid-day meal was entir beyond his powers, and he could not understand whj should wish to work while other Sahibs either took th lessons in the evening or not at all. By degrees I caus him to see that this was not my method of doing busine and within three months the " lower standard " exarninati was successfully negotiated, and a commencement made preparing for examination by the " higher standard."
There was excellent sport in the vicinity of Mutt including an unlimited supply of pig, and as there were other troops in the station we were able to arrange be shooting and pig-sticking so as to derive full advantage fr< the abundant facilities available.
Of work there was very little : the weather was too 1 to admit of much being done, and, as at all cantonments the Indian plains, a large proportion of the men were sententry, more especially those who can speak English, make a practice of meeting transports and inducing officers arriving in India for the first time to engage them; and after a few days they disappear, having meanwhile fleeced               be made prisoner and tried by court-martial.    The puni;
